
 

June 1, 2020 

 

Dear Families, 

I am writing to you today as the school year comes to a close, 
to keep you updated about our planning for next year. First, we want 
you to know that we are working very hard to plan for any and all 
contingencies required for us to have in place so that our children 
and faculty can be back together in the classroom this fall. 

Over a month ago we started working in earnest to prepare 
for potential challenges this fall might present for a school environment.  Debbie York, our school nurse, is 
leading the effort to create a tiered medical and safety plan to establish and refine practices and procedures 
that are responsive to the level of infection and risk in the greater community (including determining 
appropriate health screenings and protective equipment).  Lauren Bykowski, the new Director of Extended 
Day, has been updating our extended day program policies, procedures, and curriculum to help ensure both 
the quality and consistency of the program, as well as the health and safety of our students and staff.  In 
addition, the administrative team has attended numerous training sessions by experts in the various fields to 
bring current understandings both to our health and safety procedures, as well as to our teaching practices, 
content and planning. 

Public and private schools, as well as colleges and universities, around the world are grappling with 
figuring out what the fall will look like.  Our challenge, during this time of uncertainty and anxiety, is to make the 
best data-driven decisions to improve our program and safely educate our students while maximizing in-person 
learning, which we know is superior.  Fortunately, at St. Benedict we are blessed to be a small-school 
environment that can pivot to whatever the situation demands to continue educating your children with 
top-notch teachers, content and a curriculum that is dedicated to keeping our children learning, moving and 
sharing. 

Here is how we have been preparing, and will continue to prepare, for the return to campus: 

● We have measured all spaces and classrooms in the entire school to ensure our ability to practice 
social distancing. Over the next month we will work with teachers to reconfigure learning space 
layouts as well. 

● We will be implementing new personal hygiene practices on campus and providing training for all 
students, faculty, and staff (examples include requiring handwashing and desk/surface cleaning 
sessions throughout the school day, limiting the number of people in bathrooms, and increasing the 
cleaning frequency for high-traffic surfaces such as doorknobs, cubbies, lockers, etc.). 

● We will be modifying how and where we eat lunch (students may eat in their classrooms or outdoors, 
weather permitting).  

● We will be working over the summer to reconfigure the daily schedule to minimize the number of 
classroom transitions for students (for example, 
in grades JK-5 we may have our specials teachers visit the grade classroom, whenever possible, and 
in grades 6-8, we are looking at various alternatives to decrease the number of classroom transitions 
including having subject teachers move classrooms instead of students, to considering a block 



schedule). We are also investigating best practices for modifying how we move through the building 
and outside as a community.  As much as possible, student movement through the building will be 
coordinated to maintain social distancing and maintain cohorts (grades). 

● We will be installing physical partitions/shields in areas where social distancing cannot be maintained 
(reception desk, sinks in bathrooms) and implementing necessary visitor restrictions. 

● We will create a satellite clinic to allow for the isolation of a child or faculty member who presents 
unique symptoms during the school day, and so we can also safely attend to other student medical 
needs. 

● We will increase school-wide cleaning and disinfectant protocols during the school day, as well as in 
the evenings. 

● We will decrease/eliminate the use of the school building by outside groups.  For the foreseeable 
future, we will not be renting space to outside groups. 
 

Currently, we look forward to starting school on August 25, and we are preparing to return to 
campus on the first day.  

While some factors are out of our control, we will be prepared to provide your children with an 
outstanding classical, Catholic education in a safe environment. Unless government or diocesan officials 
restrict us from opening our campus, we will return to in-person teaching and learning, while making health and 
safety a priority. 

We also understand that even when in-person teaching and learning is allowed, there may be some 
students who, by medical necessity or choice, may need to work from home, and we will work with those 
individual families accordingly. If we are mandated to temporarily close the campus at any point, we will shift to 
Distance Learning; however, it will be Distance Learning 2.0, which will include all of the research and 
feedback we have gained from students, parents, and faculty, as well as lessons learned by faculty this past 
spring. 

As part of our effort to prepare and provide the highest quality teaching this fall, regardless of the 
setting, teachers will be participating in additional professional development this summer.  We are committed 
to making sure that we are employing the best tools, formats and programs - in and out of the classroom - to 
ensure the top-notch education our children deserve and our families are investing in. Over the next few weeks 
we will be finalizing these opportunities, many of which include training with locally and nationally recognized 
experts. 

Last but not least, there will be an important opportunity for our parents, students, and faculty to share 
feedback with us - gained through this recent experience of distance-learning - through a brief, all-school 
survey. Your input is extremely valuable to us and will help us continue to refine our plans for the upcoming 
school year. In the meantime, if you have questions, please contact me.  

The entire faculty joins me in wishing your family a relaxing and healthy summer and we look forward to 
seeing you at our Summer Send Off on June 3rd! 

 

In Christ, 

Sean Cruess, Principal 

 


